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  FIGURE 2.3   � Voter Turnout during Special Elections and Off-Year 
Elections, 1981–2015��
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Source: Texas Secretary of State, www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/historical/70-92.shtml.

The election of judges in Texas, when most citizens are already overwhelmed by 
the number of officials on the ballot, adds to an environment in which citizens’ interests 
may be marginalized in favor of big-business interests. Judges must raise significant 
amounts of money to be elected in the state, even as most citizens are simply not paying 
attention to judicial elections. Big business and other special interests are willing to fill 
that gap. In general, the Texas Constitution as it currently stands does not effectively 
empower the people in the state, and the general distrust of government means the 
people do not favor changing the constitution.

★★ How does Texas’s mistrust of government and resistance to change manifest 
itself in the current constitution? How does this conflict with the political 
preference for limited government?

★★ To what extent does the Texas Constitution create a citizen legislature?
★★ What are the pro and con arguments for making changes to the Texas 

Constitution?

CONCLUSION

exans continue to cling to a constitution written well over 100 years ago at a 
time when the state was largely dominated by agriculture. Texas has undergone 
constant and dramatic change since the constitution was written, and there is 

	 Complexity of the 
Texas Constitution


